Spindle cell carcinoma of the conjunctiva. An immunohistochemical and ultrastructural study of six cases.
Six cases of conjunctival spindle cell carcinoma, a rare variant of squamous cell carcinoma, were studied. The median age of the three men and three women was 63.5 years. The tumors appeared as a single nodule in some patients or diffusely involved the conjunctiva in others. Two of the four individuals with intraocular extension presented with phthisis bulbi. Polyclonal antikeratin antibody was helpful and gave the most consistent results when compared with monoclonal antikeratin antibodies, AE1/3 and PKK1. The electron microscopic study of four lesions also established the epithelial nature of the tumor cells. Intracytoplasmic tonofilaments and a few desmosomes were present. Histopathologically, this variant of squamous cell carcinoma is difficult to distinguish from other spindle cell tumors, and this study demonstrates the value of immunohistochemistry and electron microscopy in supporting the correct diagnosis.